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Pujya Gurudevshree Kanjiswami - ini�ator of a spiritual era.



“Infinite 琀椀me has passed while wandering through countless life琀椀mes,

Bharata ponders in his mind - the way to end the cycle of embodied existence.”

We take great pride in presen�ng Bharatesh Vaibhava - the glorious life story of Emperor Bharata. Bharata was born in 
the Ikshvaku royal lineage in Aryakhanda, a part of Bharata kshetra. He was the great-grandson of the last progenitor 
king Nabhirai, and the elder son of Lord t- the first Tirthankara of the current line of 24 Tirthankaras. He was the first 
Chakravar琀椀 Samrat - a sovereign emperor who ruled over all the six con�nents of the world, best amongst Shravakas 
(Jain lay followers), and a magnificent resident of Bharata (~India). This work was authored by the great poet Ratnakar 
varniji.

Emperor Bharata - the pride of Jainism, whose name is used by our na�on today. He unified the fragmented kingdoms 
under a single empire and established the founda�on of righteousness and jus�ce on the sacred soil of India. Detached 
from the materialis�c world, free from the allure of wealth and bodily pleasures, he turned away from worldly fame and 
embraced the path of self-realiza�on. Every aspect of Emperor Bharata's life inspires those devoted to self-endeavor; 
his knowledge, purity, dedica�on to the right path, affec�on, firmness, and other virtues are worthy of respect and 
emula�on.

In this modern age, Shree Kundkund-Kahan Parmarthik Trust (Mumbai, India) and Guru Kahan Kala Sangrahalaya (art 
museum) (Songadh, Bhavnagar, India) undertook the task of presen�ng the glorious saga of Shri Bharata through the 
medium of remarkable visual art. 

We will always be thankful to the interna�onally acclaimed ar�st Shri Vijay Acharekar - who has impressed everyone 
with his crea�ve skills. His un�ring efforts in this magnificent endeavor resulted in a beau�ful and well-executed visual 
medium of understanding for everyone.

On the auspicious occasion of the Shri Adinatha Digambara Jinbimba Panchkalyanaka Pra琀椀shtha Mahotsava, Songadh 
(2024), we are imbued with the inspiring sen�ment -  “Let us also embrace the exemplary virtues from the life story of 
Emperor Bharata, and imbibe in our lives the spirit of renuncia�on and devo�on to the right path.”

Trustees,
-Shree Kundkund-Kahan Parmarthik Trust, Mumbai

Bharatesh vaibhava (The penance of a seeker).



Hrim - a symbol of the tradi�on of twenty-four 
Tirthankaras, from Lord Adinath to Lord Mahavira.



King Rishabhadeva teaching six types of livelihood occupa�ons to ci�zens. 48"Wx36"H | Oil on Canvas



According to the nature of the prevailing era, the divinity of the land of enjoyment (Bhog bhumi) was gradually diminishing, 

and the capability of Kalpavriksha (wish-granting) trees to yield fruits was decreasing. Consequently, the populace, who 

believed that "trees completely sustain life," were now despondent. Just as a child seeks refuge in their mother when 

disheartened, the anxious subjects, driven by the desire to survive, sought the sanctuary of patriarch-like supreme Maharaja 

(King) Nabhirai and began to implore him for a solution. 

Maharaja Nabhirai was a wise and visionary king. Addressing the citizens, he said, "The cause of all your despair is genuine. 

Therefore, you should seek a solution to this problem from someone whose righteousness and execution are supreme. King 

Rishabhadeva - destined to be the first Tirthankara of this era can solve this issue.”  Hence, after receiving permission from 

King Nabhirai, the citizens approached King Rishabhadeva and beseeched, “O Lord! Guide your destitute subjects on how 

to survive in this transformative age! Please protect us. O Omnipotent One! You are the progenitor of this era and exalted like 

the Kalpavriksha. What fear can befall us when we have taken your refuge?'"

Upon hearing the earnest words of the subjects, King Rishabhadeva contemplated that it was a king's duty to participate in 

their joys and sorrows and alleviate their distress and suffering. And if I do not assist them, what is the benefit of me being 
their king? They are dependent on me for their well-being. Therefore, just as the six livelihood occupations (Shat karma) exist 

in Videha kshetra (another realm of the universe as per Jain geography), similar knowledge is essential here (Bharata 

kshetra) due to the nature of the prevailing era. Realizing this, the fifteenth progenitor, King Rishabhadeva, explained the six 
types of livelihood occupations to the citizens. These were: (1) Asi (livelihood based on knowledge of swordsmanship), (2) 

Masi (livelihood based on writing skills), (3) Krishi (livelihood through agriculture that involves plowing, etc.), (4) Vidya 

(livelihood through teaching knowledge of scriptures), (5) Vanijya (livelihood through trade and commerce) and (6) Shilpa 

(livelihood through craftsmanship).

Moreover, King Rishabhadeva provided knowledge of the alphabet and numbers to his two daughters, Brahmi and Sundari, 

respectively, and obliged the whole world. In this way, knowledge of the six livelihood occupations liberated the subjects 

from the fear of survival. As a result, they became exceedingly joyful, and the cheers honoring King Rishabhadeva 

reverberated throughout the kingdom.
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Endowed with wealth acquired through auspicious means, adored by his subjects, and revered by kings of celestial beings, 

emperor Rishabhadeva justly reigned for 63 lakh purva (a large unit of time as per Jainism, 1 purva = 70.56 x 1012 years) after 

his coronation as the ruler of Ayodhya and the entire country. His (physical) radiance was so intense that it seemed as if even 

the sun and moon felt embarrassed in spreading their aura in front of him.

One day, hundreds of kings were seated around Emperor Rishabhdeva in the royal court. To serve and honor the future 

Tirthankara, auspicious and righteous Indra (chief king of celestial beings) arrived in the royal court carrying divine offerings 

and delights from the entire celestial realm. 

With the desire to worship the divine lord, dancers commenced their dance. A lovely dancer named Neelaanjana joined the 

dance. With her mesmerizing dance and enchanting beauty, she captivated everyone's hearts. However, destiny had 

something else in store. While dancing, Neelaanjana's body dissolved. Yet, no one noticed this. Fearful of spoiling 

everyone’s entertainment, Indra promptly replaced her with another dancer in the same pose. Everything appeared the same, 

yet the exceptionally wise and detached Emperor Rishabhdeva had discerned the change; nothing was concealed from him.

Upon witnessing Nilaanjana's demise, a thought arose within him, "Oh! How fleeting and selfish this world is; the transient 
pleasures of this illusory world are worthless! No one mourns anyone's death; all are engrossed and lost in pursuing 

sensory pleasures. Oh! This apathy is cruel. This wealth, palaces, pleasures, and kingdoms are a congregation of swindlers 

that cause the soul to deviate from its true nature. This worldly wealth has never belonged to anyone and never will. While 

countless emperors and kings have conquered and lost it, my inherent glory is imperishable; it is a wealth that I will never 

lose."

In this way, with genuine understanding, the soul of Emperor Rishabhdeva, who had already detached from the worldly body 

and its pleasures, became passionless and began to make dedicated efforts to attain liberation. After realizing that it was the 

most appropriate time to progress on the path of liberation, he renounced the entire kingdom and headed toward the forest.



Corona�on of Bharata - Bāhubalī and renuncia�on of Rishabhdeva. 48"Wx36"H | Oil on Canvas



After witnessing Neelaanjana's death, King Rishabhadeva's heart was passionless, and he began contemplating the 12 

Bhavanas (reflections of the soul). Indra became aware of the Lord's passionless state through his clairvoyant knowledge. 
Lokantik deva (Celestial beings of the fifth heaven) arrived and confirmed the pure passionless state of Rishabhadeva's soul 
and returned to heaven.

Next, to prepare King Rishabhdeva for Tapa kalyanaka, he was bathed in the waters of the Ksheersagar (an ocean with a 

milk-like appearance) and prepared for his journey into the forest. After the bathing ceremony, he divided his entire kingdom 

among all his sons and performed the coronation of his elder son, Bharata, as the ruler. Bāhubalī was declared the crown 
prince of the kingdom.

The land and its residents prospered under the capable rule of Bharata and Bāhubalī. Both reflected the gentle and just 
image that the subjects had found in Emperor Rishabhdeva. And this brought immense joy to all of them. After setting aside 

his attachment to family members and becoming increasingly involved in passionless thoughts, Lord Rishabhadeva 

intended to sever internal and external worldly ties such as attachment, aversion, home, family, royal thrones, etc. He 

traveled with his entire entourage, comprising celestial beings, kings, and relatives, and reached the Siddharthaka forest.

He renounced all the accumulated worldly things and embraced monkhood with 4,000 other kings. This magnificent event of 
spiritual initiation (monkhood) brought great joy for Bhavya (those capable of liberation) individuals, grief for individuals 

having deep worldly attachment, and inspiration for the renunciates. The three realms echoed with the sound of divine 

drums, and the Lord's Tapa kalyanaka received widespread approval. After witnessing the flower shower from the sky and 
hearing the triumphant chants, everyone was filled with a desire to achieve a state of detachment.



King Bharata a�ains three gems. 48"Wx36"H | Oil on Canvas



After his father’s initiation into monkhood, King Bharata considered the entire earth his family and ruled accordingly. The 

citizens often discussed among themselves that Emperor Bharata was courageous and fair. Some would even question 

whether he was brave since he did not engage in wars, and stories about his victories were unheard of. In response, wise 

citizens would point out that a true hero isn't someone who excels in warfare and bloodshed but is revered by the entire 

population, friends and foes alike. Hence, our emperor Bharata is indeed a true hero. The Earth and its subjects flourished 
through his benevolence, with a just and gentle demeanor similar to Emperor Rishabhdeva. 

The fame of King Bharata was spreading far and wide. On the other hand, monk Rishabhdeva was on the verge of attaining 

Kevalagyana (Omniscience) after an austere penance spanning a thousand years. One day, when the emperor was in a 

conference in his royal court, a messenger arrived at the royal court chanting glory for the lord Adinath. He informed, “Monk 

Adinath has attained Kevalagyan in the shakata garden." Hearing this news, the emperor could not contain the resulting joy 

in his heart. Rising from his throne, he took four steps forward and saluted Lord Adinath (in absentia). Giddy with joy, he was 

about to give a jeweled necklace to the messenger when another messenger entered the room. He announced, "A Sudarshan 

chakra has manifested in the Ayudhshala (armory). It can conquer the entire world and spread Emperor Bharata's fame and 

glory globally." Filled with wonder and pride, the court chanted glory for the emperor. Overwhelmed with joy, the emperor 

could also feel the glory and weight of responsibilities associated with being an emperor. Amidst congratulatory messages, 

another messenger arrived with good news, “My king, you have been blessed with a son.”  Hearing these three auspicious 

messages one after another, all the citizens of Ayodhya were elated. Emperor Bharata also became extremely happy and 

showered Kimicchaka dana (voluntary donations). In this way, hope for a brighter future infused the whole earth.



Emperor Bharata offering food to a monks. 48"Wx36"H | Oil on Canvas



Chakravarti (Emperor) Bharata was a capable ruler and an equally virtuous Shravak (devotee). His inner resolve was so 

steadfast that he never contemplated violating the six daily duties of a Shravak throughout his lifetime. His rule favored his 

subjects and the practice and propagation of righteous conduct. Although a king to the people, he perceived himself solely 

as a Sadhaka (seeker). It is indeed true that those who have attained the treasure of self-consciousness remain unaffected 

by worldly riches. When Emperor Bharata sat down for lunch, he did not savor the food but rather the bliss associated with 

a pure, passionless modification within. Each day, before his lunch, he would remove all his adornments and wear clean 
white clothes. Holding a water-filled kalash (~ urn) in his hands, he stood outside the palace to offer food to a worthy 

individual. His inner detachment was such that he would instruct his soldiers, queens, and family not to bow to him or move 

around him in service while he stood there. He would say, "I am not a king at this moment, but merely a Shravak.”  He 

remained committed to his pledge of not having lunch until he had served food to a Jain monk or a worthy individual. His 

virtuous deeds were so strong that he met a deserving individual every day and offered them lunch before eating it himself.



Emperor Bharata in the dining hall. 48"Wx36"H | Oil on Canvas



Emperor Bharata had given up the attachment to his home before renouncing it. After he had offered a portion of his food to 

Jain monks, the radiance of his body left everyone in awe. He was handsome not just by physical appearance but also by 

inner virtues. He was strong, not just in body but also in spirit. He was wise not only through external knowledge but also 

through self-knowledge. When he and his queens sat down for lunch in the dining hall, it seemed like the sun illuminated the 

room with all its brilliance. His queens were lovely and graceful, like Rati (a celestial goddess), and even the goddesses of 

heaven seemed like maids compared to them. He and his wives consumed pure water and food at an appropriate time daily.

He lovingly invited everyone for lunch, and as all the queens took their respective seats, they patiently awaited for their lord 

to begin eating. As soon as he started his meal, his queens, too, would begin eating. Everyone was happy after observing 

this scene. Indeed, the behavior of an enlightened person vastly differs from that of the world. 



Bharata’s queens appreciate him. 48"Wx36"H | Oil on Canvas









Emperor Bharata on his way to the temple. 48"Wx36"H | Oil on Canvas
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